
Twenty organizations call on YouTube to ban targeted deadnaming and 
misgendering of trans people

Dear Susan Wojcicki:

Transgender people are subject to alarming rates of hate and harassment online, which can result in 
frightening1 real-life2 consequences -- and YouTube has provided a platform for this bigotry. In particular, 
it has created a space in which creators can deliberately misgender and deadname trans people without 
repercussion. These actions are forms of harassment3 that involve using a trans person’s former name 
or incorrect pronouns. YouTube should implement and enforce policies to prevent and mitigate targeted 
harassment.

Our 20 undersigned organizations demand that you make YouTube a safer place for transgender people 
-- including kids and families -- by creating a policy that explicitly bans creators from intentionally 
misidentifying trans people as part of YouTube’s existing hate speech and harassment policies.

Media Matters has identified numerous YouTube videos -- which have accumulated millions of views -- 
that harass and misidentify trans people. In each video, some of the platform’s most virulently anti-trans 
creators, such as Ben Shapiro and Matt Walsh, use YouTube to demean trans people, including targeted 
misgendering of a teenager4, parents5, and public figures6 in videos that call their targets “a pervert,” a 
“seriously confused individual,” and other harmful, transphobic and misogynistic rhetoric.

Notably, YouTube has fallen behind Twitter’s efforts to protect trans people on its platform. In 2018, 
Twitter updated its hateful conduct policy to explicitly prohibit7 “targeted misgendering or deadnaming 
of transgender individuals.” As recommended in GLAAD's Social Media Safety Index8, YouTube should 
“follow the lead of Twitter’s Policy on Hateful Conduct, which includes a specific prohibition against 
misgendering and deadnaming.”

If YouTube is serious about being a safe place for LGBTQ people, it is incumbent upon the
platform to protect trans people from harmful misgendering and deadnaming.

Sincerely,

1 https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/frightening-online-transphobia-has-real-life-consequences-advocates-say-n1089456
2 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/28/anti-trans-video-los-angeles-protest-wi-spa
3 https://www.healthline.com/health/transgender/misgendering
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPEc2v2f0pI
5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxPAiALPYa8&feature=emb_title
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujH9viOpuwg&t=198s
7 https://help.twitter.com/en/rules-and-policies/hateful-conduct-policy
8 https://www.glaad.org/sites/default/files/images/2021-05/GLAAD%20SOCIAL%20MEDIA%20SAFETY%20INDEX_0.pdf#page=7
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